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the whole, carefully handled. The most prominent failure to do it 
justice is in Luke's genealogy, where there is little doubt the revisers 
are right and our translator wrong. Baim£a> is uniformly rendered 
"immerse," not excepting Luke n : 38. 'EkkAt/o-ici is always "assem- 
bly ;" aicowos, " age-abiding," and dvcwrapos, somewhat hazardously, 
"tried," Luke 14:13, 21. There can hardly be two opinions 
about the impropriety of translating the subjunctive as potential, 
whether with av (Matt. 24 : 32 ; John 2:5) or without (Mark 8:26; Luke 
12 :36). The inceptive force the translator finds in many imperfects 
— e.g., Matt. 9:34; Luke 5 : 30; 8 : 38, 41 ; 22:5; 23 =39 — suggests 
that his treatment of tenses is not more exact than his treatment of 
moods. The rendering of ri " anything," in Mark 15:24, is surpris- 
ing; since the roughness of the literal "who should take what " would 
not repel but attract Mr. Rotherham. Did he mistake ri for the indef- 
inite ? The constant use of periphrastic forms, " am casting," " be 
going," " was requesting," is not only monotonous, but often posi- 
tively unfaithful to the Greek. 

On the whole, it is to be feared that in this handsome book, labor- 
ious as its preparation has doubtless been, too much has been 
attempted. The only misprints observed are Seroux and Ragan, p. 60, 
footnotes a and b. E. J. G. 

The International Critical Commentary. A Critical and Exe- 
getical Commentary on the Epistles to the Philippians and 
to Philemon. Bv Rev. Marvin R. Vincent, D.D., Baldwin 
Professor of Sacred Literature in Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York. 

This volume does not contain as many pages as its fellows in the 
series in which it belongs, but it is marked by as careful scholarship 
as any of them. It is especially strong along the lines of word study, 
the possibilities of which Professor Vincent has already made known. 
We would especially call attention to the careful study upon bishops 
and deacons on pp. 36-5 1 . Its especial value lies not only in the author's 
complete use of literature on the subject, but also in his undogmatic 
point of view. According to Dr. Vincent the episcopal function 
included that of teaching and of caring for the financial interests of 
the church, but was not confined to them, but "extended to the social 
relations of the community, to inspection of the performance of social 
duties, to guardianship of those rules and traditions which were the 
charter of the infant organization, and to representation of the com- 
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munity in its relations with other Christian churches or with the out- 
side world." Into the origin of the presbyterate Dr. Vincent does not 
think it necessary to enter, but he is agreed with those who do not 
regard it as the outcome of the synagogue. The name may have been 
thence derived, but the functions of the presbyter were certainly not. 
In the church of the Acts the presbyters are already in evidence and 
are disconnected from the bishops. In support of this view Dr. Vin- 
cent deals a little summarily with the account in Acts 20, and passes to 
the consideration of 1 Timothy and of patristic passages. On this testi- 
mony he holds that the eldership was identical with the episcopate. The 
eldership " denotes an honorable and influential estate in the church 
on the ground of age, duration of church membership, and approved 
character. Only bishops are appointed. There is no appointment of 
the presbyterate." Dr. Vincent also holds that whatever evidence we 
have as to the diaconate in its relation to the eldership is verv incom- 
plete, and does not justify the Roman and the Presbyterian theory of 
church polity. Formal church polity he regards as the result of evolu- 
tion from simple organization in which there was no uniform system 
of ecclesiastical nomenclature in the Pauline church. 

Another careful examination is to be seen in the author's discussion 
of the great passage, 2 :6-n. Attention should also be called to the 
admirable introduction which is prefixed to the commentary itself. 
While we can never expect that an author can supplant Lightfoot, it is 
not too much to say that in the matter of the introduction Dr. Vincent 
has given as good a brief account of the questions involved as is to be 
found. 

In treating of the little note of Paul to Philemon, Professor Vin- 
cent has done good service in treating it in the light of its central 
importance — the position of Paul to slavery. He does not regard 
Paul's silence in regard to the institution as indorsing it. Paul really 
sees that the slave is more than a chattel, and that the Christian master 
has a duty to him. Thus in the very breath in which he was ordering 
a slave to return to his master, he was presenting such a conception of 
the relation of slave and master as to lead to the ending of the institu- 
tion itself. 

In a word, the admirable scholarship and undogmatic quality of 
Professor Vincent's exegetical processes lead us to regard the book as 
maintaining the standard already set by preceding numbers of the 
series. S. M. 



